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Bird sounds: calls, songs, and mechanical
sounds The distinction between a call and a
song is not arbitrary, but it is sometimes not easy
to make. In general, calls are short notes uttered
for communication between a pair, -family or
flock. They are usually made to be in contact, fo
indicate food availability, hunger (of nestlings),
approaching danger, etc. A song is a longer
sequence of notes repeated at regular intervals.
it is uttered mostly by the male, and is important
in breeding behaviour, to establish and defend
temitories and attract mates. Songs of the true
songbirds, such as larks, thrushes and robins
among Sri Lankan birds, are musical and pleas-
ant, and usually complex and varied. Mechani-
cal sounds are non-vocal sounds associated
with territorial and breeding behaviour. Examples
in Sri Lanka are bill clattering in storks, wing
clapping in junglefow, pigeons and doves, and
drumming of woodpeckers by very rapid striking
of the bill on a resonant tree. '

Note Because of restrictions of tape time avail-
able, natural pauses between repeated phrases
have been shoriened in editing for some birds.

'E’ denotes an endemic species.
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SIDE A

. Little Grebe co®@ocdd

Tachybaptus ruficollis
Song / duet of courting pair, Talangama,
June 1997

. Yellow Bittern o® ®bommm

Ixobrychus sinensis .
Calls, Tissamaharama, Dec 2001

. Black Bittemn ©® ©tdomm

Dupetor flavicollis
Callin flight, Bellanwila, Apr 1997

. Lesser Whistling Teal / Lesser

Whistling Duck e®e8d19)
Dendrocygna javanica
Flight call, Bellanwila, June 1997

. Crested / Oriental Honey-Buzzard

DOCend®) Pemis ptilorhynchus
Call / song, Bodhinagala, Sep 1897

. Brahminy Kite grs®m e

Haliaster indus
Flight call / song, Udahamulla, Nov 2001

. Crested Serpent Eagle ada &xgm

Spilornis cheela
Call / song, Udawalawe, Dec 2001

. Shikra gdwge®x» Accipiter badius

Song, Udahamulla, Mar 1994

. Besra Sparrowhawk £08 8dLg0®X)

Acclpiter virgatus

Song, Bodhinagala, Jan 1998

Crested Hawk-Eagle cma®deHgm
Spizaetus cirhatus

Call / song of adult, Udawalawe, Nov 2001;
Song of immature, Udawalawe, July 1999
Painted Partridge / Painted Francolin

LSRR Francolinus pictus
Song, Nilgala, Apr 2001
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12. Indian Grey Partridge / Grey Francolin

eud®29» Francolinus pondicerianus
Song, Nawadankulama, Dec 2001

13. Ceylon Spurfowl ®Dsa5E)
Galloperdix bicalcarata E
Song / duet of pair, Bodhinagala, Oct 1992

14. Ceylon Junglefowl 2@nne>
Gallus lafayetti E '
Song of male, Udawalawe, Dec 2001

15. Indian Peafowl c®&0) Pavo cristatus
Song of male, Yala, Jan 2000

16. Barred Bustard-Quail / Barred Button-

Quail o®g9Q8) Turnix suscitator
Song of female, Udawalawe, Dec 2001

17. White-breasted Waterhen ocaxdaien
Amauromis phoenicurus

Calls (two types) and courting duet, Tissa,
Oct 2000; Song, Sinharaja, Apr 2000

18. Purple Coot / Purple Swamphen 8@
Porphyric porphyrio
Calls (two types), Tissa, Nov 2001; Call
(third type), Polgasowila, June 1997

19. Pheasant-tailed Jacana dgdodd
Hydrophasianus chirurgus
Song of female (louder at end of track),
Yala, Dec 1997; Calls (four types), Tissa,
Oct 2000 E

20. Black-winged Stilt »ga8d@>
Himantopus himantopus
Calls (two types), Wirawila, Oct 2000 and
Bundala, Apr 1997

21. Great Stone-Plover / Great Thick-knee
0® 0wX®BAS®) Esacus recurvirostris
Call / song, Kalametiya, Apr 1997

22, Yellow-wattled Lapwing somid 8@
Hoplopterus malabaricus
Call / song, Yala, Jan 2000

23. Red-wattled Lapwing £0@
Hoplopterus indicus
Song, Tissa, Dec 2001

24. Large Crested / Greater Crested Tern
Omcm® QueBO®Mm Sterna bergi
Call, Yala, July 1998

25. Whiskered Tern 6186 89¢38Rm
Chlidonias hybridus
Call, Kalametiya, Jan 1996

26. Ceylon Wood Pigeon 83go®mixm
Columba torringtonii E
Song, Horton Plains, Mar 1999

27. Collared Dove &g cmxcd3m
Streptopelia decaocta
Song, Nawadankulama, Dec 2001

28, Spotted Dove @@ caxcddm
Streptopelia chinensis
Songs (two types), Udahamulla, Dec 2001

29. Emerald Dove &g cmoddm
Chalcophaps indica
Song, Kitulgala, Feb 1993

30. Orange-breasted Green Pigeon
SO0% Bowxm Treron bicincta
Song, Bundala, Dec 1997

. 31. Pompadour Green Pigeon

800y DOowx® Treron pormpadora
Song, Bodhinagala, Jan 1998

32. Green Imperial Pigeon 88 &gomx®
Ducula aenea
Songs (six types), Udawalawe, Nov 1899,
Bodhinagala, Oct 1992 and Sinharaja,
Nov 2001

33. Ceylon Lorikeet / Sri Lanka Hanging-
Parrot 868 Loriculus beryllinus
Calls, Bodhinagala, Dec 1998 E
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Alexandrine Parakeet @@ 8068
Psittacula eupatnia

Calls (four types), Udawalawe, Nov 1999,
Udahamulla, Sep 1999 and June 1998
Rose-ringed / Ring-necked Parakeet
g / A OO Psittacula krameri
Flight call, perched call and chatterings,
Udahamulla, Sep 2000 and June 1999

Blossom-headed Parakeet ag 869
Psittacula cyanocephala
Call and song, near Ratnapura, Feb 1999

Layard's Parakeet & &6
Psittacula calthropae E

Perched call, Kitulgala, Feb 1998 and
Kandy, Dec 2001; Flight call (middle of
track), Gilimale, Nov 2001

. Pied Crested / Pied Cuckoo

cax®) canen  Clamator jacobinus
Song, Tissa, Dec 2001

Common Hawk-Cuckoo cog oo
Hierococcyx varius

Song, Halgolla off Yatiyantota, Jan 1997
Indian Cuckoo c@i® conm
Cuculus micropterus

Song, Nilgala, Apr 2001

Bay-banded / Banded Bay Cuckoo
9308 om® Cacomantis sonneratii
Song and scolding song, Kitulgala,

Feb 1998

Drongo-Cuckoo o828 oo
Surniculus lugubris

Song, Yala Block lIl, Feb 1999

Indian / Asian Koel oo / canf®
Eudynamys scolopacea

Song, call of female, and call of male,
Udahamulla, May 2001

44, Red-faced Malkoha dndg &gomx

: Phaenicophaeus pyrmhocephalus * E
Contact / courling call, Sinharaja, Nov 1993;
Agitated call, Sinharaja, Nov 2001

45. Green-billed Coucal 80 ®OnmE
Centropus chlororhynchos E -
Song, Sinharaja, Jan 2001; Scolding /
courting call, Sinharaja, Oct 2000

46. Common / Greater Coucal gidgae®
Centropus sinensis
Songs (two types) and scolding call,
Udahamulla, June 2001 :

47. Indian Scops Owl ®des
Otus bakkamoena
Song, Udahamulla, Aug 2001

48. Brown Fish Owl @@ dagom
Ketupa zeylonensis
Song / duet of pair, Udawalawe, Nov 1999

49. Brown Hawk Owl cng ddm
Ninox scutulata
Song, Udahamutla, June 1999

50. Indian / Common Nightjar 28®cde
Caprimulgus asiaticus eidos
Song, Yala, Dec 1997

51. Long-tailed / Jerdon's Nightjar
cacle DIDB® Caprimulgus atripennis
Song, Udawalawe, Dec 2001

52. Crested Tree-Swift / Grey-rumped
Swift Gubiepdedd Hemiprocne coronata
Call, Yala Block lll, Nov 2001

53. Palm / Asian Palm Swift g g0om
Cypsiurus balasiensis
Call, Yala, July 1998

54. Ceylon / Malabar Trogon
O0®BROEEY Harpactes fasciatus
Call / song of male, Bodhinagala, Dec 1998;
Call mostly by female, Sinharaja, May 1998

55, Stork-billed Kingfisher &® 88389
Pelargopsis capensis
Song, Udawalawe, Mar 1996 and Kandy,
Jan 1999; Scolding call, Tissa, Jan 1999

56. White-breasted / White-throated
Kingfisher 88@8 Halcyon smymensis
Song, Udahamulla, Aug 2000; Scolding call,
Udahamulla, June 1999

57. Pled Kingfisher o0 888
Ceryle rudis
Flight call / song, Bellanwila, June 1997

58. Little Green Bee-eater

85 QOBMAOUEE Merops orientalis
Calls (four types), Udawalawe, Dec 2001

59. Blue-tailed Bee-eater
05 QoBBRAE® Merops philippinus
Call, Udahamulla, Sep 2000 !

60. Chestnut-headed Bee-eater cadcsg

ROBMAUER Merops leschenaulti
Call, Bodhinagala, Sep 1994

61. Hoopoe / Eurasian Hoopoe
os0oRAE® Upupa epops
Song, Yala Block lll, Mar 2001

62. Ceylon Grey Hombill q& Qoo
Ocyceros gingalensis E
Song, Gilimale, Feb 2001; Call, Sinharaja,
Dec 1995

63. Malabar Pied Hornbill c=xd) sigoion

Anthracoceros coronatus
Call / song: often in duet as here, Tissa,
Jan 1999

64. Brown-headed Barbet ocmsogxd /=33
oBe0IA®) Megalaima zeylanica
Songs (two types) Udahamulla, Dec 2001;
Agitaled / scolding call, Udahamulia,

June 2001

65. Yellow-fronted Barbet Qog#

omBodXS®) Megalaima flavifrons E
Songs (two types), Bodhinagala, Jan 1998
and Sinharaja, Dec 1995

66.

70.

71.

Ceylon Small / Crimson-fronted Barbet
8% omBoX®) Megalaima rubricapilla
Songs (wo types), Udahamulla, Sep 2001
andDec2001 E

. Crimson-breasted / Coppersmith

Barbet ©¢ cmBoDi)
Megalaima haemacephala

Songs (two types), Nilgala, Apr 2001 and
Udawalawe, July 1999

. Brown-capped Pygmy Woodpecker

89 =é® Dendrocopos nanus

Call / song, Bundala, June 1998
Yellow-fronted Pied / Yellow-crowned
Woodpecker om0 0@
Dendrocopos mahrattensis

Call / song, Bundala, June 1998

Lesser Yellow-naped Woodpecker /
Lesser Yellownape cang &t0®
Picus chlorolophus

Call / song, Bodhinagala, Jan 1997

Rufous Woodpecker g®dt so@
Celeus brachyurus
Call / song, Udawalawe, July 1999

72. Red-backed Woodpecker / Black-

73.

74.

rumped Flameback O =0®
Dinopium benghélense psarodes
Calls / songs (three types), Udahamulla,
Dec 2001, Jan 1991 and Oct 1999
Crimson-backed Woodpecker /
Greater Flameback ©® onoio®
Chrysocolaptes lucidus . -
Call / song, Bodhinagala, Feb 1996;
Drumming, Kandy, Dec 2001
Black-backed Yellow / White-naped
Woodpecker 8® o3mio®

Chrysocolaptes festivus
Call / song, Udawalawe, Dec 2001
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